BETWIXT AND BETWEEN
through the passageway
18th Annual Celebrating Women Gathering

September 17-19, 2010
Boulder Hot Springs - Boulder, Montana

Celebrating Women is brought to you by a circle of women who want to foster women’s community, inspire and empower women to realize their dreams, plant seeds for a better world, and have fun!  We do our best to provide a safe and inclusive environment for participation at any level.
WELCOME TO CELEBRATING WOMEN!
“Betwixt and Between”

In Celtic shamanism, practitioners focus on the place where two elements meet, and journey into that space – the space between candle wick and flame, the space between the surface tension of lake and cool air, the space between the tiniest filaments of root and the rich black earth – this space opens the door to the realm of betwixt and between.  Here’s where we meet the faerie folk; here’s where we dwell in possibility.  Where magic occurs.

But possibility isn’t always comfortable!  I’ve heard that the Chinese character for “crisis” is drawn with two other words, “danger” and “possibility.”  Anyone familiar with rites of passage knows there has to be a death of the old form before the birth of the new, but the birth doesn’t happen right away – there has to be a between, that liminal phase shot through with light and shadow, with grief and fear and excitement and curiosity and learning and integrating.  Time to cocoon, and percolate, and dissolve.

We women are good at this.  We know how to move in cycles.  Those of us who have given literal birth have spent nine months between – carrying along a mysterious companion, feeling and sensing the change to come, embracing the mystery of how it will all unfold, feeling the old, pre-pregnant self dissolve away.  In women’s work, in our healing, in our artistic expressions, we sometimes have to just make the leap, and let ourselves freefall for a bit.  For as long as it takes.

At this writing, the oil hemorrhage in the Gulf of Mexico is tenuously and only temporarily capped.  Talk about between – the Earth’s got the whole world talking about what will work, and what needs to change, and what is broken, and what will heal us all.  The Earth herself reflects this sacred, dangerous, fertile place-that’s-not-a-place.  For most of us, all we can do is deeply meditate on our own lives, and what’s sustainable, and what we need to grieve and release.  And allow some time before the new vision quickens within us.

Let us bring this rich knowledge we have to our lives and our loves.  Let us hold our beloved Earth herself in a vision of possibility that will support her healing, and humanity’s.  Let us spend this weekend together dancing in the mystery, opening our intuitive senses, and discovering the gifts that await us betwixt and between.

Namaste,

Shaun Phoenix
Massage
Massage therapists will be available throughout the weekend for an additional fee.  Limited appointments are available through Boulder Hot Springs.
Offering Your Services
Along with our marketplace, we are a community of women with vast resources to share.  We’ll have a central signup/notice where you can offer your healing services.  We ask that you donate a minimum of 10% of your weekend’s earnings to Celebrating Women to support our co-created community.
Sensitivities
The perfume and aromatherapy you love – including plant-based products -- can make your neighbor sick for days.  Please be sensitive, and leave them home.

Directions
From I-15, take the Boulder exit and follow Hwy 69 through town.  Boulder Hot Springs is three miles south of Boulder on Hwy 69.  From Bozeman, take the Boulder/Cardwell exit (tricky because you are on a frontage road for a bit before you reach 69), then follow Hwy 69 north 30 miles toward Boulder.

Things to Bring
· towel

· toiletries

· blanket and/or yoga mat 
· comfortable clothes

· journal

· swimsuit
· bathrobe
· ceremonial clothing

· altar items
· a mirror for Saturday evening’s celebration
· seat cushion or camp chair

· items for the silent auction

· water bottle

· camera

· earplugs

· drums and rattles
· slippers (shoes are not allowed indoors)
· materials for art workshops

· fun money for marketplace, raffle and silent auction
Registration
Registration is a two-part process.  Registering with Celebrating Women is your “ticket” for the weekend, which includes all large-group activities, workshops, the marketplace, and connecting with other women.  You also MUST register with Boulder Hot Springs directly for your food and lodging.  Call Boulder at (406) 225-4339 to book your stay.  (Note:  if you visit Boulder’s website, www.boulderhotsprings.com, it will appear that there are no rooms available for our weekend.  This is because they’ve blocked rooms out for us – so please CALL to make your arrangements!)

Food and lodging estimates, therefore, are shown here for your planning purposes only. 

· Meals cost $40 per day per woman for three lovingly prepared organic, locally-grown meals each day ($80 for the weekend from Friday dinner through Sunday lunch).

· Camping costs $15 a night per woman.

· A shared room costs $40 per night per woman, with a discount for more than two women per room.

· A single room costs $60 per night per woman.

· More elegant bed and breakfast rooms are available for an additional cost.

· Day use fees for women staying offsite are $10 per day for use of the pools, building, and common meeting rooms.
Even if you are not staying overnight, if you are doing any of the meals and/or day use, you need to call Boulder and make a reservation.
Enrollment is limited.  A non-refundable registration fee is required to secure your place at Celebrating Women.  This registration fee minimally covers out-of-pocket expenses.  We depend on your donations to meet our commitment to scholarship women in need. 


Early-bird registration (before 9/1/10) - $80

Registrations after 9/1/10 - $110
A La Carte Option:
We encourage participating in the whole weekend to experience the full benefit of our time together.  However, if space permits, we may be able to accommodate drop-ins.  If arriving late or leaving early, we will work with you to prorate your registration fee.  Talk to Boulder Hot Springs staff directly about your food and lodging needs. 
Scholarships and Sponsorships
Celebrating Women has always had the goal of being accessible to all women.  A limited number of scholarships are available, with a deadline to request a scholarship of August 31.  Some women choose to sponsor another particular woman, creating their own informal scholarship award – please consider this, and let us know if you’d like to help a friend attend Celebrating Women!
Questions?  

Boulder Hot Springs:  (406) 225-4339, bhs@boulderhotsprings.com

Celebrating Women coordinator:  Shaun Phoenix – (406) 580-0562, sholieb@yahoo.com

Registrar:  Betsy Wise – (406) 763-4202, betsywise@aol.com

Silent auction/art raffle:  Marta Bush, (406) 599-6755, martabush@hotmail.com
Decorations:  we are seeking a new decorations coordinator! 
Scholarships:  Franny Gryl – (406) 396-3466, tfl4278@blackfoot.net
Silent Auction FUNdraiser!

Bring new and/or lightly used items such as artwork, clothing, books, jewelry - clear the clutter and share your abundance!  Bring items to the upstairs lobby right after the Saturday afternoon session, and bring your fun money – one woman’s giveaway is another woman’s treasure.

The Celebrating Women Marketplace
Vendor tables will again be available this year to offer your exquisite artistry for sale.  Contact Marta Bush for more information or to sign up for a table.  And remember, both the marketplace and the silent auction are key funding sources for our Val Barzetti Memorial Scholarship Fund, which makes it possible for many women to join us who would not otherwise be able to come to Celebrating Women.
WORKSHOPS
Friday, September 17th  

Ballroom Decoration Crew needed!
Come in anytime after 10:30 a.m. to co-create our beloved Woman’s Land.  Things to bring include ... sack lunch; ladders (6-8ft); sharp fabric and paper scissors;  needle-nosed pliers;  hammers; utility knives; glue guns and glue sticks; 15-25ft extension cords; strings of Christmas lights personally marked.

1:00 - 6:00 – check-in/registration

Session 1 - 3:30 - 5:00 p.m.

A.
Creating the Space “Between”
Combine inspiration, handiwork, and vision to transform our meeting space into our own playground.  We’ll shake our booties up and down ladders, string lights, dress up in fabrics, and create sacred space together.  Ballroom. 
B.
First Create Happiness
This highly interactive workshop is full of scientific and Law of Attraction tools and strategies.  We’ll delve a bit into science and metaphysics, ego and spirit, black and white. Where does our joy lie…and how can we live joyfully betwixt and between the mundane and the esoteric?  Dining room, limit 30 – Cindi Bergen, Boise, ID.
C.
The Face of Power (Part 1)
Stepping out of the ordinary moment into your moment of joy, what you will find is the truth of your power.  From that truth, you’ll create a mask (which will be decorated in Saturday's session).  Your creative process will be supported by ceremony, guided visualization, and live music.  Annex, limit 20 – Jo Flagg, Betsy Wise, Shaun Phoenix, Bozeman.  Materials fee $10.  Note:  you must sign up for both Part 1 and 2 (Session 4-C) of this workshop.
D.
EarthCraft
Create a simple musical instrument utilizing wildcrafted material.  Basic materials will be provided.  Bring any additional supplies that could compliment your creation such as feathers, shells, bells, etc.  Please also bring a wood carving knife if you own one.  Front veranda, limit 12 – Valerie Fajt, Whitefish.  Materials fee $3.
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. - DINNER

7:00 p.m. –OPENING CIRCLE – Ballroom

We’ll gather in the ballroom to begin the weaving of our beloved Women’s Land together.  Our evening includes singing with Judy Fjell, songwriter and women’s music empowerment activist, and juicy, sustaining fare from our keynote speaker, Dr. Diedre Combs.

Keynote:  “Navigating the Wild Waters of Change”
Live long enough and you’ll have a personal story that begins, “I was going along, thinking everything was fine, and then...”  You may include some tricky villains in this tale like divorce, job loss, bankruptcy or serious illness. Sharing your experience, you may also describe some extraordinary adventures and moments of great bravery as the life you once had disappears and you find yourself adrift in change’s wild waters.  Thankfully, these same rivers of personal upheaval have been charted all around the world and over thousands of years. In this talk, Dr. Deidre Combs will explore five practical cross-cultural techniques to navigate the way on to, “And I lived happier ever after...”  
Deidre Combs is the author of two books on cross-cultural techniques to overcoming challenges: The Way of Conflict: Elemental Wisdom for Resolving Disputes and Transcending Differences and Worst Enemy, Best Teacher: How to Survive and Thrive with Opponents and the People Who Drive You Crazy. A national speaker, management consultant and credentialed mediator, Dr. Combs has worked with a variety of corporate, government and NGO clients in leadership and conflict resolution.  Since 2007, she has consulted with the MSU Office of International programs and the Montana Council of International Visitors providing communication and conflict skills to young leaders from around the world including Asia, the Middle East, Pakistan and Latin America. 

10:00 p.m. – Pajama Party and Open Mike
Bring your p.j.’s, bring your blankey, bring your guitar, your songs, your poems to share at an informal potluck of song and story in the lobby.
Saturday, September 18th 

7:00 – 7:45 – Animal Form Yoga
Explore and enjoy your senses as our animal sisters and brothers do.  Move, breathe and listen from center.  Please bring a blanket/ towel/ mat.  No experience necessary.  Ballroom – Valerie Fajt, Whitefish.
7:15 - 8:15 - BREAKFAST

Session 2 - 8:30 - 10:00 a.m.
A.
Arts and Crafts for Goddesses
Bring your sacred doodads (beads, shells, earrings who’ve lost their match) and create a pocket-size goddess talisman.  She’ll keep you on track and help you remember what’s real!  Dining room, limit 20 – Jess McCall, Bozeman.  Materials fee $5.
B.
Drum Talk
We all know half the fun (at least) of Celebrating Women is banging on our drums – how about learning some licks, techniques, and rhythms to get our drums singing in harmony?  Bring your frame drum and your willingness to be a beginner.  Ballroom, limit 30 – Stormi Oshun, Belgrade. 
C.
Healing Circle, Healing Share 

So many of us have healing gifts – let’s share them with one another!  After a brief presentation on energy work, Christine will provide a massage table and facilitate a healing circle round-robin for practitioners of Reiki, BodyTalk, light touch, etc.  Annex, limit 7 – Christine Clark, Bozeman.

D.
What is Ours to Do?
In the spirit of women’s sacred synergy and our desire to respond effectively and soulfully to the earth’s suffering, you are invited to co-create this space for discussion, prayer, meditation, and the wisdom and vision you bring to the table.  This is an “emergent workshop” space offered as the Celebrating Women community’s canvas.  Lobby, limit 12 – no facilitator.
Session 3 - 10:30 – noon

A.
Picturing the Space “Between” 
For those of us who have a thinking problem, it’s time to step into feeling, into intuition, into listening to form and color as they emerge.  This artistic process is very open for the “non-artistic,” and can lead to some surprising insights!  Dining room, limit 20 – Collette Brooks-Hops, Bozeman.
B.
Be the Gateway
Beginning with qigong and polarity exercises to awaken the body, we’ll then be guided in experiential “Body Meditation” techniques to create life force or inner strength by quieting the mind and opening awareness.  Annex, limit 12 – Fleurette Rita, Boise, ID.
C.
Thriving Through Tough Times
Come explore common cross-cultural techniques for getting back on one’s feet when life sends you tumbling.  Ballroom, limit 20 – Deidre Combs, Bozeman.
D.
What is Ours to Do?
In the spirit of women’s sacred synergy and our desire to respond effectively and soulfully to the earth’s suffering, you are invited to co-create this space for discussion, prayer, meditation, and the wisdom and vision you bring to the table.  This is an “emergent workshop” space offered as the Celebrating Women community’s canvas.  Lobby, limit 12 – no facilitator.
12:00 - 1:00 - LUNCH

Session 4 - 1:30 - 3:00

A.
The Power of Song 

Give yourself a massage from the inside out!  We’ll sing songs of joy, of celebration, of honoring the power and passion of Womankind.  Ballroom, limit 40 – Judy Fjell, Big Timber.

B.
Crystalline Consciousness: Our Next Evolutionary Leap

Six years ago, Earth received an amazing gift from the future now known as Crystalline Consciousness Technique™.  Take a journey of discovery about yourself as an energy being, how that relates to consciousness and most importantly, the evolutionary leap our energy systems and consciousness are currently undergoing.   Dining room, limit 30 – Gia Combs-Ramirez, Ennis.
C.
The Face of Power (Part 2)

Your blank mask, like a blank canvas, awaits your artistry.  What does your power look like?  Ceremony, visualization and music will support your creative process.  Paint and decorations will be available, and you are welcome to bring materials of your own.  Annex, limit 20 – Jo Flagg, Betsy Wise, Shaun Phoenix, Bozeman.  (You must sign up for Part 1, Session 1-C, also to be in this session.)
D.
Embracing our Mother, our Sisters, our Selves
Explore the sensation of love and support through senses other than eyesight on a trust walk on Boulder’s sacred land.  This workshop blends readings, meditations, gentle walking, and group sharing time, all outdoors (dress for the weather).  Meet at the Seven Generations statue on the hill.  Outdoors, limit 10 - Morgan Peters and Ann Malabre, Bozeman.
E.
Be Yourself, Not Your Chaos
In this workshop, discover your ‘secret weapon’ for de-cluttering, gain understanding about the meaning of possessions, and learn to practice acceptance as you inhabit your body and life with love.  Pause, look and listen within, and trust your intuition.   Lobby, limit 12 – Rhanda Johnson, Missoula.
3:30 – 4:30 – Silent Auction - Ballroom

4:30 - 6:00 - FREE TIME
6:00 - 7:00 - DINNER

7:30 p.m. - High Holy Hoopla - Ballroom
Come into the circle of women, and be received.  Come into the circle and be celebrated for the goddess you are.  Wear your ritual finery, bring your drums and rattles, and come prepared to sing, drum, dance and celebrate!   
Sunday, September 19th 
7:00 – 7:45 – Qigong with Fleurette Rita, Ballroom
7:30 - 8:30 - BREAKFAST
9:00 – 10:00 – the Gandharva Meditation – Ballroom

10:00 – 11:00 – Check out of hotel rooms, then regather for small-group sharing in the Ballroom.
11:00  - 12:30 –Closing Ceremonies
We gather with a final opportunity to share our truths, to celebrate our gifts, to witness and hold the blessing that is us.  Closure includes song and dance to bring our weekend to completion and prepare us for the journey home.

REGISTRATION PAGE – fill in and return!
Celebrating Women 2010 – “Betwixt and Between”

Enrollment is limited!  Your registration fee of $80 ($110 after 9/1/10) is required to hold your space and sign you up for your workshop requests.  Make checks payable to “Celebrating Women.”  Detach this panel and mail with your check to:


Celebrating Women


c/o Betsy Wise

13575 Axtell Gateway Road


Gallatin Gateway, MT  59730
NOTE:  You MUST contact Boulder Hot Springs directly to arrange and pay for your lodging and food (and your day-use fee if you are not spending the night)!  Call them at (406) 225-4339 to do this.  Boulder accepts credit and debit cards as well as checks.

Name:





___ “First timer”

Address:

City/State/Zip:




E-mail:

Phone:  Day:




Evening:
___ - check here if your address has changed.

___- check here if you want to carpool (we’ll give your contact info to other women in your neighborhood)

___- check here if you’d like the contact list to reflect the work you do, and write in on this form (an informal CW Yellow Pages!)
WORKSHOP CHOICES:


        FIRST CHOICE 
       SECOND CHOICE

(workshops are offered on a
Session 1

A  B  C  D

A  B  C  D

first-come, first-served basis.
Session 2

A  B  C  
D

A  B  C  D

Circle your 1st and 2nd 

Session 3

A  B  C  D    

A  B  C  D

choices.  Workshop choices
Session 4

A  B  C  
D  E

A  B  C  D  E
will be confirmed at
check-in. )
FEES:
Materials Fee:

“EarthCraft”



Session 1-A

$3

$_______

“The Face of Power”


Sessions 1-C and 4-C
$10

$_______


“Arts and Crafts for Goddesses” 

Session 2-A

$5

$_______

Registration fee:


Early-bird (mailed prior to September 1, 2010):
$80



$_______


Registrations mailed after September 1, 2010:
$110



$_______

(registration fee is waived for workshop presenters)

Contributions to the Val Barzetti Memorial Scholarship Fund:



$_______
I am sponsoring ________________________ with the following gift:


$_______


   (your friend’s name here)









TOTAL:
$_______










AMOUNT










ENCLOSED:
$_______ 
I’M INTERESTED IN BEING A CELEBRATING WOMEN MIDWIFE!  Check all areas of interest:
____ finances and budget

___ web development

____ decorations and setup
___ archives and herstory

____ planning the big events
___ brochure design

____ silent auction

___ fundraising

____ advertising/promotion

I AM UNABLE TO ATTEND -- PLEASE:
____Keep
___Remove
___Add/Change
... my name on the mailing list
